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Examiner Foster, ! 

i 

Pursuant to our telephone conversation earlier this morning, I am attaching a copy of the Proposed 
Amendment that was faxed to you by Kurt Pankratzi, attorney of record. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you 
have any questions. 

Karen Langford 
Senior Legal Assistant 
Baker Botts L.LJP. 
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information contained in and transmitted with this facsimile by or to anyone other than the recipient designated above by the sender is unauthorized and strictly 
prohibited. II you have received this facsimile in error, please notify Bakpr Softs L LP. by telephone at 2)4, 6740 immediately. Any facsimile erroneously 
transmitted to you should be immediately returned to the sender by US. frlaif or, if authorization is granted by the sender, destroyed. 
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IN THE UNITED STATEsjpATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: 
Serial No.: 
Filing Date: 
Group Art Unit: 
Examiner: 
Title: 



SHAFFER, Shinuel 
09/643,315 | 
August 21, 20o|o 
2645 j 
Roland G. Foster 

APARATUS AjND METHOD FOR CONTROLLING AN 
AUDIO CONFERENCE 



By Facsimile to (703) 872-9306 



PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
Attached are proposed amendments to the Claims for the Examiner's consideration. 
The following amendments are for discussion purposes only and should not be placed in the 
permanent file of the Application. ! 
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IN THE CLAIMS 



1. ([Currently amended) |A method for controlling an audio conference, 
comprising; 

establishing an audio conferencje between a plurality of devices coupled to a packet 
network; j 

determining that audio content of media from a particular dovtco in undooirabloj and 

commumcating a plurality o f selectively mixed signals to a conference administrator 
device for monitoring, each selectiv ely mixed Bienal including media from at least two nf thn 
devices and excluding media from at lealst one of the devices: 

receiving a command fr om the conference administrator device to disable media from 
a particular device: and 

disabling the media from the particular device to terminate communication of the 
media from the particular device to the other devices in the audio conference; 

wherein the media is communicated in packets. 

I 

2. (Original) The method pf Claim 1, wherein the media from the particular 

i 

device comprises audio generated as a fesult of the particular device placing on hold a call 
associated with the audio conference, ; 

3. (Original) The method ojf Claim 1, wherein the particular device comprises a 
private branch exchange servicing a phone used by a conference participant, the private 
branch exchange operable to communicate audio when the conference participant places on 
hold a call associated with the audio conference. 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the audio conference comprises a 

i 

meet-me conference and further comprising mixing media from the devices using a 

conference bridge. : 

i 
i 
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5. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein establishing an audio conference 
comprises: i 

receiving media from the devicds; 

mixing media from the devices generate a plurality of mixed signals; 
communicating mixed signals tcj the devices. 

i 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently amended) Thjo method of Claim 6 5 Claim 1, wherein the command 
comprises an inband dual tone multifre4uency signal, a spoken command, or an out-of-band 
signal from an administrative link. 

8 . (Currently amended) The method of Gka fr6, Claim 1, wherein the selectively 
mixed signals exclude media from devices having the highest average power measurement. 

i 

9. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein determining comp rises* 
further comprising: 

communicating a plurality of sijagle source signals to a- eeafer e nc e the conference 
administrator device for monitoring, dach single source signal generated by one of the 
devices; and 

receiving a second command fifom the conference administrator device to disable 

i 

media from the particular device. j 

i 
I 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 9, wherein the single source signals comprise 

! 

media from devices having the highest average power measurement. 



11. (Currently amended) Th$ method of Claim 1, whoroin determining compriaea 
further comprising identifying power characteristics of media associated with the particular 
device as indicating a recorded audio segjment or broadcast radio. 



DAL01:794544.l j 

I 

PAGE 4/15 < RCVD AT 11/1/2004 10:51:49 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:liSPT0£FXRF-2/1 ' DNIS:7465992 1 CSID: « DURATION (mm-ss):03<46 



Nov 1 20q^fc9:53 P. 05 



^fSr D0CKETN0< PATENT APPLICATION 

062891.0448 USSN 09/643,3 15 



12. (Currently amended) Tip method of Claim 1 , further comprising; 
communicating a recorded prompt to the particular device, the recorded prompt 

inviting the particular device to rejoin the audio conference; and 

receiving a eommmi reguest jto rejoin the audio conference from the particular 

device. 

13. (Currently amended) Trie method of Claim 12, wherein the med request 
comprises an inband dual tone multifrekuency signal, a spoken command, or an out-of-band 
signal from an administrative link. 

14. (Original) The method jrf Claim 1, further comprising enabling media from 
the particular device to resume commi|nication of media from the particular device to the 
other devices in the audio conference. '■ 
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1 5. (Currently amended) A jconference bridge, comprising; 
a plurality of ports to commiujiicate media with a plurality of devices in an audio 
conf e rence; and conference: 

3 media processor operable to receive medi a from the devices and to selectively mix 
simflls for communication to a conifere n ce administrator device for monitoring 
selectively mixed signal including m^d i a from at least two of the devices and excluding 
media from at least one of the devices: And 

a media controller'operable to dkermino that audio content of modia from a particular 
device io undesirable, th o modia controller further oporablo to disable media from fee 
particular dovioo a particular device ip terminate communication of the media from the 
particular device to the other devices ih the audio conference * conference in response a 
command received fro m the conference administrator device: 

wherein the plurality of devices! are coupled to the conference bridge using a packet 
network and the media is communicated! in packets. 

16. (Currently amended) Tht conference bridge of Claim 15, further comprising q 
m e dia procoosor operable tog the media processor further operable to: 

r e c e ive m e dia from th e d e vices; | 

mix media from the devices to generate a plurality of mixed signals; and 
communicate mixed signals to thp devices. 

i 

17. (Original) The conference bridge of Claim 15, further comprising a gateway 
coupled to a selected device in the audjio conference using a circuit-switched network, the 
gateway operable to communicate media between the conference bridge arid the circuit- 
switched network. i 

! 
i 

1 8. (Original) The conference bridge of Claim 1 5 , wherein; 
the ports comprise virtual ports; dnd 

the media comprises packets of aiidio information. 

i 
I 

! 
I 
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19. (Original) The conference bridge of Claim 15, wherein the media from the 
particular device comprises audio generated as a result of the particular, device placing on 
hold a call associated with the audio conference. 

20. (Original) The conference bridge of Claim 15, wherein the particular device 
comprises a private branch exchange servicing a phone used by a conference participant, the 
private branch exchange operable to ^ommunicate audio when the conference participant 
places on hold a call associated with the audio conference. 

21. (Currently amended) The conference bridge of Claim 15, wherein: 

the conference bridge communicates a recorded prompt to the particular device, the 
recorded prompt inviting the particular device to rejoin the audio conference; and 

the media controller receives a second command to rejoin the audio conference from 
the particular device. 

i 

22. (Original) The conference bridge of Claim 15, further comprising a memory 
operable to store a plurality of conference entries, each conference entry identifying the 
devices in the audio conference, a power measurement for each device, and a disable status of 
each device indicating whether media frtim the device is disabled. 

23. (Original) The conference bridge of Claim 15, further comprising enabling 
media from the particular device to rejsume communication of media from the particular 
device to the other devices in the audio conference. 
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24. (Currently amended) jConference control software embodied in computer 
readable media and operable to: 

establish an audio conference; between a plurality of devices coupled to a packet 
network; 

dotormino that audio contcmt of media from a particular device ia undooirablo; ami 
communicate a plurality of selectively mixed signals to a conference Admim*^ 

device for mpnitorin^ each selectively imixed signal including from at lemt fwn »f 

devices and excluding me dia from at leaBt one of the dewin g; 

receive a command from the conference ad ministrator device to disnhlc media from a 

particular device; and 

disable the media from the particular device to terminate communication of the media 
from the particular device to the other devices in the audio conference; 
wherein the media is communicated in packets. 

j 

25. (Original) The conference control software of Claim 24, wherein the media 
from the particular device comprises *udio generated as a result of the particular device 
placing on hold a call associated with th^ audio conference. 

26. (Original) The conference control software of Claim 24, wherein the 
particular device comprises a private; branch exchange servicing a phone used hy a 
conference participant, the private branch exchange operable to communicate audio when the 

i 

conference participant places on hold a qall associated with the audio conference, 

i 

i 

27. (Original) The conferenbe control software of Claim 24, wherein the audio 

i 

conference comprises a meet-me confeiience and further comprising mixing media from the 
devices using a conference bridge. 

28. (Original) The conference control software of Claim 24, wherein establishing 
an audio conference comprises; 

i 

receiving media from the devices'; 

j 

mixing media from the devices to generate a plurality of mixed signals; 
communicating mixed signals to the devices. 

DALO 1:794544,1 ' j 
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29. (Canceled) 

30. (Currently amended) The conference control software of Claim 29; Claim 24, 
wherein the command comprises anlinband dual tone multifrequency signal, a spoken 
command, or an out-of-band signal froih an administrative link. 

3 1 . (Currently amended) The conference control software of Claim 29, Claim 24. 
wherein the selectively mixed signals eicclude media from devices having the highest average 
power measurement. 

32. (Currently amended) Tljie conference control software of Claim 24 s whoroin 
^ etenninin^comprisos: further operabldto: 

oommunicating communicate a plurality of single source signals to a conference the 
conferfflce administrator device for moriitoring, each single source signal generated by one of 
the devices; and 

receiving a receive a second command from the conference administrator device to 
disable media from the particular device; 

33. (Original) The conference control software of Claim 32, wherein the single 

source signals comprise media from devices having the highest average power measurement, 

! 

i 

34. (Currently amended) Thje conference control software of Claim 24, wher eia 
det e rmining comprises id e ntifying further operable to identify power characteristics of media 
associated with the particular device as indicating a recorded audio segment or broadcast 

i 

radio. , 
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35. (Currently amended) The conference control software of Claim 24 
oompriomg - further operable to; 

communicating communicate ^recorded prompt to the particular device, the recorded 
prompt inviting the particular device tojrejoin the audio conference; and 

w eaving a command receive | a request to rejoin the audio conference from the 
particular device. 

36. (Currently amended) The conference control software of Claim 24, further 
e e mprising enabling operable to enihle media from the particular device to resume 
communication of media from the particular device to the other devices in the audio 
conference. 
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37. (Currently amended) A conference bridge, comprising: 
means for establishing an «u4 conference between a plurality of devices coupled to 
a packet network; 

m o nnn for dotcrminiun th n t Irtin i™, ^ fi . n Tn n rnftiuull| 1 {jJ 

undecirablo; and i 

mgans for communicat i np H piuralitv of actively miv*H «^ i s to ft C(wfelw 
administrator device for monitorjnff , each .selecti v ely m ixed signal Ending media tw, 
lea st two of the devices and excluding ^eri^ from at least one of th e devices; 



means for receiving ft command from the conferee a dministrator Aevi.ce to dimhh 
media from a particular device: and 

means for disabling the media from the particular device to terminate communication 
of the media from the particular device jo the other devices in the audio conference; 
wherein the media is communicated in packets. 

38. (Original) The conference bridge of Claim 37, wherein the particular device 
comprises a private branch exchange servicing a phone used by a conference participant, the 
private branch exchange operable to ciommunicate audio when the conference participant 
places on hold a call associated with the iaudio conference. 

39. (Original) The conference bridge of Claim 37, wherein the means for 
establishing an audio conference comprises: 

means for receiving media from the devices; 

i 

means for mixing media from the devices to generate a plurality of mixed signals; 

means for communicating mixedisignals to the devices. 

i 

! 

40. (Canceled) 1 

4 1 . (Currently amended) Thq conference bridge of Claim 37, further comprising: 
communicating a recorded prompt to the particular device, the recorded prompt 

inviting the particular device to rejoin th£ audio conference; and 

i 

receiving a command request tb rejoin the audio conference fiom the particular 

device. 
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43. 
44. 
45. 



(Canceled) 
(Canceled) 
(Canceled) 
(Canceled) 
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46. (Ciutently amended) A method for remotely managing an audio conference 
through control of a conference bridge;, comprising: 

participating in an audio conference established by a conference bridge coupled to a 
packet network; 

mo nitoring media S lu m upl urnlit y nf rto vi uw , in th n mi di u mu uH jiu uh . to identify audi o 
contemf ftntn n pnrti n i nr Hr yjn n th nt in l undosiiab lu, m id 

receiving a plurality of nrW^y mix ed sipnal* rarh mixed ri— i ^ 
from at lea st one of the devices; 

qutputting the selectively mixed signals to a cnn W n Ce administer; 

rgcg jvinR a selection of a desired mixed signal frnm the confers a drmWatnr ^ 
desired mixed signal excluding media from a p arti cular devira; 

cornmunicating a command to {he conference bridge to terminate communication of 
the media from the particular device to the other devices in the audio conference; 

wherein the media is communicated in packets. 

47. (Original) The method! of Claim 46, wherein the command comprises an 
inband dual tone multifrequency signal, a spoken command, or an out-of-band signal 
communicated using an administrative link. 

48. (Original) The method of Claim 46, wherein the particular device comprises a 
private branch exchange servicing a phone used by a conference participant, the private 
branch exchange operable to communicate audio when the conference participant places on 
hold a call associated with the audio conference. 



49. (Canceled) ' 

50. (Currently amended) ijhe method of Claim 49, Claim 46. wherein the 
selectively mixed signals exclude media from devices having the highest average power 

measurement. i 

i 
i 
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51. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 46, whoroin monito^ 
e e mpnaos; further comprising: 

receiving a polity of single Source signals, each single source signal generated by 
one of the devices] 

outputting the single source signals to a-eeafweae* the confers adimnistrator; and 
receiving a selection of an offending single source signal from the conference 
administrator, the offending single source signal comprises media from the particular device. 

52. (Original) The method of Claim 51, v/herein the single source signals 
comprise media from devices having the highest average power measurement. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



BAKER BOTTS L.L.P. 
Attorneys for Applicants 



Kurt M. Pankratz 
Reg. No. 46,977 



Date: April 30, 2004 

Correspondence Address 
2001 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas 75201-2980 
Tel, (214) 953-6987 
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